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Abstract

Al-Hariri’s Magamat is one of the immortal Arab cultural works that enjoyed wide spread and a high
status in Arab culture. It has also received wide attention from Arabists and was translated many times
into different languages. Despite its many translations, al-Hariri’s Magamat remained difficult to trans-
late and an example of the complexity of literary translation. This study seeks to address the approach-
es of the translations of al-Hariri’s Maqamat, by focusing on the visions and approaches that formed
their translations, addressing questions such as: Is it possible to translate al-Hariri’s Magamat into oth-
er languages? How were al-Hariri’s Magamat translated into English? What visions and approaches
guided their work in translating it? Why did the translation of Magamat pose constant difficulties? In
order to answer these questions, the study uses a comparative methodology and a variety of theoret-
ical contributions in the fields of cultural studies and translation studies, taking three translations as
a subject for consideration and analysis: the translations of Theodore Preston, Thomas Chenery, and
Michael Cooperson of al-Hariri’s Magamat. The study concluds that al-Hariri’s Magamat represents
an example of the challenges and complexity of contemporary literary translation, which is linked to
its nature, which carries many linguistic and cultural problems. The English translations of al-Hariri’s
Magamat have varied, influenced by the translators’ goals, approaches, and visions. Despite this, the
different translation approaches represent important and complementary efforts that can enrich the
original text and enhance the different ways to approach and read it.

Keywords:Magamat, translation, Orientalists, arabists, comparative literature
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